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Research Question: To what extent did the COVID-19 pandemic affect academic achievement among student groups in California public schools, as measured by standardized test scores before and after the pandemic? We hypothesize student achievement declined following the COVID-19 pandemic, with larger decreases occurring among economically disadvantaged students, English learners, and students with disabilities compared to the overall student population. It is expected that standardized test scores in English Language Arts and mathematics declined following the COVID-19 pandemic across California public schools. More specifically, it is anticipated that economically disadvantaged students, English learners, and students with disabilities experienced larger declines in academic achievement than the overall student population. The analysis will focus on identifying whether measurable differences exist between pre-pandemic and post-pandemic achievement levels and whether those differences vary across student groups.
This research topic is relevant to public administration because educational outcomes are a significant public policy concern and are closely connected to decisions regarding resource allocation, program implementation, and educational equity. The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted traditional instructional practices throughout California and may have affected student achievement differently across demographic groups. Understanding these differences can help educational leaders and policymakers evaluate the effectiveness of post-pandemic recovery efforts and identify areas where additional support may be needed. Researching test scores is also appropriate for quantitative analysis because publicly available data are available through the California Department of Education and the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) system. These datasets include standardized test results across multiple years and provide achievement data for various student groups, making it possible to compare academic performance before and after the pandemic. 


